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Accounting services 
Under new VHA accounts receivable 
pact, hospitals can outsource 
billing functions. Apr 98:8. 


Adhesives 


3M gets the nod from Premier for 
variety of adhesive products for 
health care use. Aug 97:9. 

CMMA members to buy tapes, drapes, 
other 3M products under four 
contracts. Nov 97:6. 

Items from adhesive tapes to elec- 
trodes will be part of new 3M- 
Premier contract. Dec 97:7. 


Anesthesia supplies 

Abbott joins Braun as anesthesia 
supply source for VHA under private 
label deal. Feb 97:6. 

Premier picks two for anesthesia 
supplies. Jan 97:7. 

Study brings hospitals, suppliers 
together to investigate anesthesia 
supply costs. Mar 97:5. 

VHA adds Smith Industries anesthesia 
products, to be sold under PLUS 
label. Jul 97:7. 


Bandages 


See wound care. 


Bar codes 
See UPN codes. 


Batteries 


VHA extends Duracell batteries agree- 
ment for another three years in $6.5 
billion deal. Jun 97:6. 


Beds 


Hill-Rom patient furniture added to 
ELITE® program; AmeriNet extends 
pact 5 years. Jan 98:7. 

Nurses make final cut in Tenet bed 
choice; Stryker bests Hill-Rom for 9- 
month pact. Jan 98:5. 

Rotational therapy beds: Are they 
worth the cost? Jul 97:18. 

Specialty bed costs declining; credit 
goes to sole-source contract and 
use protocol. Aug 98: 5. 

Texas hospital adds rotating pediatric 
bed to pact; hopes to save via 
shorter stays. Jun 98:4. 


Benchmarks need to distinguish 
quality from productivity. Mar 
98:10. 

SSH benchmark system gets JCAHO 
nod; now members can access cost 
database. Jul 98:8. 


For hot and cold therapy, HSCA picks 
InCare to supply equipment, blian- 
kets. Dec 97:6. 


Blood testing 

AmeriNet chooses Sherwood for 
needles, inks microbiology agree- 
ment with Remel. Apr 97:7. 

Bedside-use blood diagnostic products 
are subject of new Premier agree- 
ment. Dec 97:7. 

Corporate pact offers range of supplies 
for blood glucose, clinical chem- 
istry. Dec 97:6. 

Don't let blood products attract 
budget vampires. Nov 97:9. 

Dual-source Premier contract features 
blood gas, electrolyte testing prod- 
ucts. Apr 98:7. 

Growing demand yields ‘friendlier’ 
blood sugar monitors. Jul 98:14. 
HSCA contract features new blood gas 
analysis device from Diametrics 

Medical. Feb 97:8. 

HSCA, Ortho Diagnostics agreement 
offers blood bank products, equip- 
ment. Nov 97:8. 

New agreement offers automated 
system for monitoring blood culture 
at VHA Inc. Jun 97:6. 

New UHC agreement with Diametrics 
offers point-of-care blood testing 
device. Feb 97:7. 

Premier blood gas kit pact starts June 
1; analyzer equipment contract still 
pending. Jun 97:7. 

Premier names Coulter Corp., Sysmex 
in dual-source hematology supplies 
pact. Oct 97:7. 

Premier picks Dade, Johnson & 
Johnson as suppliers of coagulation 
products. Dec 97:6. 

Pulse oximeters go mobile as prices 
continue dropping. Apr 98:12. 

Purchase Connection adds mobile 
device for blood analysis with 
Diametrics pact. Mar 97:9. 

Reusable pulse oximeters included 
free with processors in new agree- 
ment. Aug 98:3. 

Shared Services offers hand held IRMA 
analyzers for blood gas in two-year 
pact. Apr 97:6. 


Surgical director sensed savings 
potential in switching to reusable 
pulse oxisensors. Jan 97:3. 

VHA chooses Abbott subsidiary for 
deal to provide blood glucose test 
products. Aug 97:8. 


Braces 


Line of pneumatic leg and ankle braces 
added to HSCA portfolio in Aircast 
pact. Jan 98:8. 


Budget 
How a hospital budget director 
expects supply prices to vary in 
1997. Feb 97:15. 
Price outlook shows little variation 
from last year. Mar 98:9. 


Capital Equipment 

Additional discounts come with update 
of HSCA agreement for ultrasound 
gear. Feb 98:9. 

Capital equipment buy should be part 
of strategic plan. Jul 98:12. 

Florida system picks COHR for 
contract providing equipment repair 
and more. Jun 97:4. 

Government hospitals have new 
contract covering diagnostic 
imaging equipment. Dec 97:3. 

Group buy features fluoroscopic 
devices as Tenet clinicians give nod 
to Philips. Mar 98:5. 

innovative pharmacy system lets 
robots retrieve and dispense patient 
medication. Jun 98:4. 

Managing hospital equipment, step by 
step. Jul 97:20. 

Massachusetts hospital looks to the 
west for manager of equipment 
maintenance. Jun 97:3. 

New company, established by Premier, 
will concentrate on capital equip- 
ment. Jul 97:7. 

New HSCA agreement offers discounts 
on hospital televisions from Tele- 
Health. Dec 97:6. 

New HSCA agreements brings equip- 
ment, curtains, supply stations into 
portfolio. Aug 98:7. 

New Jersey hospitals looking to cut 
costs of equipment maintenance 
with DRB pact. Sep 98:4. 

New laboratory equipment agreement 
includes help with process effi- 
ciency. Feb 98:8. 

Nurse call equipment, building systems 
among recent Premier supply agree- 
ments. Jun 97:6. 

NYU hopes to save on equipment 
service by letting Siemens do all 
maintenance. May 98:3. 
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New laboratory equipment agreement 
includes help with process effi- 
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PACS still popular, but issues of price 
and technology keep market growth 
down. Nov 98:4. 

Premier agreement names two 
suppliers of rental medical equip- 
ment and service. May 97:6. 

Premier chooses Connecticut company 
for new radiology equipment agree- 
ment. May 98:6. 

Premier Inc. members have choice of 
two sources for mechanical ventila- 
tors. Aug 97:9. 

Purchase Connection adds HVAC air 
filters to new facilities management 
portfolio. Aug 97:7. 

Purchase Connection members exceed 
planned spending levels under group 
buy. May 98:8. 

Ship-to-shore X-ray transmissions one 
goal of contract for image 
networks. Feb 98:5. 

Siemens gets nod from VHA to provide 
variety of telecommunications 
equipment. Sep 97:7. 

Tenet adds third company to provide 
hospital equipment maintenance 
service. May 97:4. 

Tenet group buy features year-long 
deal with Picker International for CT 
scanners. Mar 98:4. 

Three-year maintenance pact to 
provide equipment data base, 
management help. Aug 97:3. 

Two more hospitals signing up with 
COHR for equipment maintenance, 
management. Jul 97:5. 

Used equipment can mean big savings, 
or big headaches. Apr 98:2. 

VA hospitals in good shape to head off 
Y2K troubles. Oct 98:1. 

VHA contract with GE Medical 
Systems offers used diagnostic 
imaging equipment. Feb 98:7. 

VHA hospitals encouraged to stan- 
dardize on immunochemistry prod- 
ucts under pact. Jul 97:6. 


Capitation 
See Risk-sharing 


Cardiology supplies 


Agfa cine film to roll at HSCA and 
Premier while cath labs look toward 
digital future. May 97:8. 

AmeriNet names Cook to provide 
variety of supplies; leaves out 
contrast media. Aug 98:7. 

Cardiology instruments covered in pact 
between Purchase Connection, 
Quinton. Aug 97:6. 

Cardiology products featured in 
contract from VHA's new clinical 
markets division. Apr 97:8. 


Emory tackles costs with more data, 
less inventory. Aug 97:2 

Heart valve prices moving up again. 
Apr 97:1. 

It's worth the effort to merge cardio 
packs. Dec 97:2. 

Most hospitals still haven't turned 
over stent purchasing to materials 
managers. May 98:5. 

New stent contract brings Cordis prod- 
ucts to member hospitals of Sisters 
of Charity. Apr 98:6. 

Pacemaker prices decline, but gently. 
Jul 98:1. 

Pacemaker prices holding firm. Jul 
97:1. 

Premier expands Genentech agree- 
ment to cover full cardiac treatment 
line. Aug 98:8. 

Premier names Hewlett-Packard divi- 
sion as source of cardiovascular 
image items. Jan 98:8. 

Premier signs cardiovascular agree- 
ment with Medtronic, part of cardio 
portfolio. Nov 98:8. 

Spending volume for defibrillators to 
reach $15 million per year under 
dual-source pact. Jun 97:7. 

Stent prices show signs of declining. 
Apr 98:1. 


Catheters 


AmeriNet names Cook to provide 
variety of supplies; leaves out 
contrast media. Aug 98:7. 

Emory tackles costs with more data, 
less inventory. Aug 97:2. 

Foley advances not showing up in 
prices, Aug. 97:1. 

Foley catheter prices poised to rise. 
Aug 98:1. 

Major contracts, such as those on 
agenda at Novation, keep catheters 
competitive. Oct 98:7. 

More VHA hospitals switch to Bard 
Access for catheters in first year of 
contract. Jun 98:8. 

Premier adds suction catheters to list 
of agreements with two major 
vendors. Jan 98:7. 

Prices for vascular access products to 
drop by nearly 15% in newly 
awarded contract. Jun 97:8. 

Communications 

Internet comes to HSCA hospitals, but 
some may have to wait for access. 
Sep 98:7. 

Chicago hospital renovations to 
include telephone systems from 
Ameritech. Sep 98:5. 

Information from non-profit research 
firm now available under Premier 
agreement. Mar. 98:7. 


Videoconference systems available 
now through VHA deal with South- 
western Bell. Feb 97:6. 


Consolidation of facilities 


At Partners, materials management 
talks, vendors listen. Jan 97:2. 

New York state systems merge to form 
Iroquois Shared Services, join Amer- 
iNet. Jan 97:5. 


Consultants 


AmeriNet sells materials management 
consulting arm two years after 
purchase. Jul 98:7. 

Columbia adds expense management 
firm McFaul & Lyons as consultant 
to members. Apr 97:4. 

Columbia offering choice of consul- 
tants for materials management 
cost reduction. Jun 97:5. 

Expense consulting firm McFaul & 
Lyons bought by Johnson & Johnson 
subsidiary. Oct 97:4. 

Texas system taps McFaul & Lyons 
Group to smooth materials manage- 
ment merger. Jul 98:5. 


Contracting strategies 


AIIHEALTH anticipates major savings 
for hospitals joining utilization 
study. Apr 98:7. 

Anti-GPO push eludes materials 
managers, but some vendor tactics 
draw resentment. Nov 98:3. 

At Partners, materials management 
talks, vendors listen. Jan 97:2. 

At VA hospitals, prime vendor agree- 
ments continue to lack compliance 
provisions. Nov 97:5. 

Buy more products from J&J divisions, 
get bigger discounts with new SSH 
pact. Jul 98:7. 

BuyPower chosen as group purchaser 
for newly established hospital 
system. Mar 98:7. 

California hospitals switch group affili- 
ation, consolidate contract buying 
under Premier. Jun 97:4. 

Cancer hospital signs long-term 
contract for medical-surgical 
supplies from Bergen. May 98:5. 

CHCA hospitals that deliver home care 
can now use Medline contract for 
supplies. Jan 98:7. 

Children's may develop new twist on 
distribution contract Apr 97:2. 

CHIPS attract MAGNET in the market 
for information services, publica- 
tions. Dec 97:8. 

Colorado hospital finds financial 
strength in standardizing and 
contract purchasing. Jun 97:5. 
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Columbia/HCA's new system keeps 
tight rein on compliance. May 97:1. 

Consolidation in Wisconsin nets 
savings:first from efficiencies, now 
from contracts. May 97:5. 

Contract portfolio to end up behind 
bars as HPPI brings in prison as 
new member. Sep 98:8. 

Contract sharing marks new agree- 
ment between southern purchasing 
groups. Oct 98:7. 

Contracting strategies of newest group 
aimed at building member, vendor 
loyalty. Jun 98:6. 

Eastern, southern hospitals revisit 
GPOs; some decide to make affilia- 
tion changes. May 97:3. 

Emergency rooms can save money 
while saving lives. Mar 97:18. 

For effective cost reduction, look 
outside the usual areas. Nov 97:2 

For smaller hospitals, sometimes a 
bigger group purchasing organiza 
tion is better. Nov 97:8. 

GPOs fail to knock FASA off the books, 
but delay implementation for two 
months. Jul 97:6. 

Growing Catholic Health Initiatives 
moves to blend, rearrange contract 
portfolios. Sep 97:4. 

Guidelines recommended for all 
contracts. Aug 97:9. 

Hong Kong hospitals looking to adopt 
some U.S. techniques for trimming 
supply costs. Feb 97:5. 

Hospital associations looking to 
expand purchasing power by joining 
regional GPO. Mar 98:4. 

Hospital systems follow consolidation 
with choice of Premier for 
purchasing. Dec 97:4. 

Hospital-wide standardization effort 
nets big savings. Apr 98:13. 

Hospitals outside Columbia/HCA 
system invited to participate in 
buying contracts. Mar 97:4. 

Hospitals proclaim strong group loyalty 
while vendor compliance gripes 
mount. Mar 97:8. 

Hospitals with the highest 1996 
savings rates earn honors from their 
national GPO. Mar 97:5. 

How much did they save? Jan 98:9. 

How saving money can help save lives. 
Nov 97:14. 

How to find out more about NAEIR. Jun 
98:9. 

Hurry up and wait:After dry spell, 
Winter '96-'97 brings blizzard of 
contracts. Feb 97:13. 

Incarnate Word Health System of 
Texas plans to start purchasing 
through Tenet. Dec 97:3. 

It worked for them. Mar 98:14. 


It's hardly child’s play, but buying for 
kids has rewards. Mar 98:12. 

Kaiser's national buying effort reveals 
lots of room for saving. Apr 97:1. 

Key word will be ‘compliance’ at new 
GPO headed by former Premier 
buying exec. Sep 98:7. 

Many hospitals don’t share price hike 
fears that led to merger rejections. 
Apr 98:3. 

Materials managers must take back 
contract responsibility. Jun 97:2. 

Medical-surgical supply contracts 
offered to AmeriNet’s ambulatory 
surgery centers. Jan 98:7. 

Mercy National Purchasing name 
change marks new role for pre- 
Premier group. Feb 97:6. 

Mercy Resource contract use dividend 
tops $2 million after switch to 
Premier. May 98:7. 

Mercy Resource Management 
contracts net hospitals $2.87 
million in dividends. Apr 97:3. 

Merger of Columbia hospitals nets 
hybrid delivery system; part stock- 
less, part not. Jan 97:3. 

More VHA hospitals find savings are 
worth compliance. May 97:2. 

New BuyPower head takes aim at 
utilization costs. Sep 97:2. 

New England-based group decides to 
shift contract portfolio from 
MAGNET to HIPPI. May 98:8. 

New generation of Shared Services 
pacts features pricing based on 
commitment. May 98:6. 

New Purchase Connection program 
offers extra rewards for committed 
buying. Jun 98:6. 

New purchasing cooperative will get 
contract management service from 
JPC. Oct 98:7. 

New York IDN turns to New Jersey 
group for purchasing contracts and 
services. Jun 98:6. 

Not every product is worth standard- 
izing, Tenet finds. Feb 98:12. 

Pending merger, hospitals in VHA, UHC 
will have to stick to their own 
contracts. Nov 97:3. 

Pennsylvania Hospital starts off 
contract with advance check for 
savings in hand. Jan 97:4. 

Pair of safety syringe contracts don't 
stop protests against GPO 
contracting policies. Nov 98:6. 

Popularity of Opportunity program 
based on the fact that joining it is 
voluntary. Oct 97:6. 

Premier adds, subtracts and combines 
people, programs as contract surge 
ends. Apr 97:7. 


Premier Inc. meets Kaiser Permanente 
when HMO picks up Washington 
affiliate. Jul 97:8. 

Premier members can look for corpo- 
rate contracts to multiply in the 
near future. Jul 97:6. 

Price still number one concern when 
most hospital materials managers 
go shopping. Feb 97:3. 

Prompted by one hospital's experi- 
ence, Texas system decides to join 
Premier. Dec 97:3. 

Purchase Connection inks new distrib- 
utor contracts with Allegiance, 
Owens & Minor. Feb 97:8. 

Regional group gets high marks for 
using Internet to deliver contract 
information. Sep 97:8. 

Retooling |.V. procedures was painful, 
but savings made conversion worth- 
while. Apr 98:3. 

Small patients need not mean smaller 
savings. Jun 98:10. 

Southcoast consolidates purchasing 
for three hospitals under premier 
tent. Dec 97:5. 

Specialty bed costs declining; credit 
goes to sole-source contract and 
use protocol. Aug 98:5. 

Standardization:not always worth the 
effort. Oct 97:22. 

Supply chain streamlining nets big 
savings. Nov 98:2. 

Supply savings could help ensure 
viability of new community-based 
hospital system. Apr 97:5. 

Tennessee hospitals trim $1 million- 
plus from med-surg costs by stan- 
dardizing. Feb 98:4. 

The ultimate deal:free supplies for the 
asking. Jun 98:2. 

Three-hospital health care system 
sheds Premier ties and joins VHA 
Pennsylvania. Jan 97:5. 

Used equipment can mean big savings, 
or big headaches. Apr 98:2. 

What did hospitals spend on contracts 
last year? It depends on whom you 
ask. Apr 97:4. 

When assessing supply costs, don't 
forget case volume. Aug 97:18 

Will that contract stand up in court?. 
Jun 98:14. 

With bigger discounts at stake, hospi- 
tals signing up for new HSCA supply 
deal. May 98:3. 


CPI-PPI 


Both producer, consumer price indexes 
up slightly in June. Aug 97:17. 

|.V. gear, needles stand out in price 
change crowd. Jan 98:18. 
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Medical CPI creeps upward; PPI 
continues at 130.6. Nov 98:18. 
Med-surg products lag declining PPI; 

CPI still rising. Apr 98:22. 

Needle index drops over year; CPI 
goods still higher. May 98:18. 

Overall PP! down 0.5%; CPI up by 
equal percentage. Feb 98:22. 

PPI down slightly since a year ago; 
medical CPI rises. Jul 98:22. 

PPI edges upward again; medical CPI 
still moving up. Jun 98:18. 

Producer price index down, medical 
care CPI holds steady. Sep 97:17. 

Producer Price Index edges downward 
very slightly. Mar 97:17. 

Producer Price Index moves down 
another notch. Apr 97:17. 

Producer price index rising again; CP! 
report delayed. Mar 98:18. 

Producer price index up, medical care 
CPI drops slightly. Oct 97:17. 

Producer price indices for medical 
goods stay level. Oct 98:22. 

Producer price indices hold steady in 
July; CPl up. Sep 98:18. 

Producer prices post modest rise in 
December; Medical Care Commodi- 
ties were 210.4 for the year. Feb 
97:17. 

Producer prices up slightly in June; CP! 
rises again. Aug 98:18. 


Critical care 


New sole-source agreement with 
Chiron will cover critical care for 
Tenet hospitals. Apr 98:5. 

Purchase Connection reviews dual 
source critical care agreements, 
elects Chiron. Feb 98:8. 

Sisters of Charity of Leavenworth pact 
continues with Abbott for critical 
care. Apr 98:6. 


Diagnostic supplies 


Chemistry testing available from three 
vendors; no need to buy the equip- 
ment. Aug 97:6. 

Devices for blood pressure monitoring 
available under new HSCA agree- 
ment. Aug 98:8. 

Diagnostic chemical supplies are focus 
of pair of recent Premier agree- 
ments. Aug 97:8. 

Diagnostic instruments are subjects of 
new Premier contract with Nicolet. 
Feb 98:9. 

HSCA separates Sage Products 
contract into three new ones by 
supply category. Feb 98:9. 

Premier adds to diagnostic supply port- 
folio with Bayer, Organon Teknika. 
Aug 97:8. 


Pulse oximeters go mobile as prices 
continue dropping. Apr 98:12. 

Purchase Connection, Johnson & 
Johnson base partnership on expec- 
tations of value. Dec 97:7. 

Quidel named supplier of test products 
for Premier's Provider Select 
program. Apr 98:6. 

Reusable pulse oximeters included 
free with processors in new agree- 
ment. Aug 98:3. 

Tenet follows lead of original members, 
chooses Roche for urinalysis prod- 
ucts. Aug 98:5. 

Tenet group buy features year-long 
deal with Picker International for CT 
scanners. Jan 98:4. 

Thermometers featured in renewal 
pact by HSCA and Sherwood Davis 
& Geck. Aug 98:8. 

VHA chooses Abbott subsidiary for 
deal to provide blood glucose test 
products. Aug 97:8. 


Distribution 


A year later, hospitals rethinking deci- 
sion to dump Owens & Minor for 
Allegiance. Apr 97:3. 

Air Force JIT deal won't fly with 
current regs. Dec 97:12. 

AmeriNet signs Medline for distribu- 
tion, cost management services in 
new pact. Jan 98:8. 

Bon Secours looks forward to savings 
from exclusive distribution 
contracts. Mar 97:4. 

Brooklyn hospital will save by 
converting to Allegiance to stream- 
line distribution. May 98:4. 

California hospital names new distrib- 
utor for pharmacy, keeps O&M for 
med-surg. Oct 98:5. 

CMMA names Bergen Brunswig to 
deliver supplies to nonacute care 
facilities. Mar 98:6. 

Columbia cast a wide net when it went 
distributor-shopping earlier this 
year. Nov 98:4. 

Columbia drops distributor Owens & 
Minor for McKesson’'s General 
Medical division. Jul 98:3. 

Columbia saw all-lines distributor as 
more efficient for long-term supply 
chain plans. Aug 98:4. 

Columbia to implement new distributor 
deal one vendor at a time over 3 
months. Aug 98:3. 

D.C. court rules against planned 
merger of Bergen Brunswig and 
Cardinal Health. Sep 98:5. 

Distributor, computer system supplier 
merger expands existing contracts. 
Dec 98:3. 


| SS PEAGIAL: 
— $993 Melo issue 


For a big urban hospital, letting distrib- 
utor do the walking—and 
stocking—pays off. Nov 98:3. 

For materials manager, it was deja vu 
all over again. Dec 98:2. 

General Medical pianning to seek more 
hospital customers following acqui- 
sition. May 97:5 

Group signs specialty product distrib- 
utor to streamline distribution, cut 
invoices. Apr 97:7. 

Hospital ownership shuffle creates 
change in purchasing, distribution 
arrangements. Jun 97:3. 

Hospitals taking another look at 
Owens & Minor. Dec 98:1. 

Household names can often deliver the 
goods. Oct 98:13. 

HSCA changing distribution arrange- 
ments for contracts covering wound 
care items. Feb 98:9. 

ice storm fails to interrupt supply 
chain at Burlington, Vermont's 
biggest hospital. Feb 98:4. 

Intermountain awards supply business 
to McKesson in five-year agree 
ment. Oct 98:8. 

Kaiser Permanente names Allegiance 
as prime medical-surgical distrib- 
utor. Oct 98:3. 

Many hospitals don’t share price hike 
fears that led to merger rejections. 
Apr 98:3. 

Materials managers respond to UPS 
strike. Sep 97:13. 

McKessoi. had the contacts and 
capacity to snare national distribu- 
tion business. Sep 98:6. 

Mercy Resource Management decides 
to continue with two prime distribu- 
tors. Feb 98:6. 

New warehouse serves Orlando hospi- 
tals in General Medical distribution 
contract. Apr 97:4. 

Northwestern puts distribution eggs in 
one basket; Bergen-Brunswig new 
sole source. Jun 97:3. 

Number of authorized distributors to go 
from four to eight under new VHA 
deals. Sep 97:7. 

Palm Springs storeroom growing 
emptier as conversion to JIT 
program continues. Jul 98:4. 

Paper, maintenance supplies are 
subject of Premier's new distribu- 
tion agreement. Jan 98:6. 

Pharmacy distributors’ nod to med- 
surg seen as helpful. Feb 98:1. 

Premier names McKesson first of two 
prime distributors for med-surg, 
drugs. Aug 98:6. 

Furchase Connection inks new distrib- 
utor contracts with Allegiance, 
Owens & Minor. Feb 97:8. 
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Regional distributor gets nod from 
HPPI to supply members’ nonacute 
facilities. Oct 98:8. 

Tenet chooses Owens & Minor for 8- 
year distribution deal; drops 
McKesson GM. Dec 98:4. 

Tenet names new distributor, promises 
not to upset status quo for two 
other contracts. Jun 97:4. 

Texas hospital plans to cede ware- 
house to Bergen Brunswig for JIT 
distribution. Oct 98:4. 

The stockless craze:ls it finally over? 
May 98:2. 

VHA members embracing McKesson as 
distributor, following authorization 
pact. Jun 98:8. 

Yet another distributor shuffle looms 
as Cardinal Health courts Alle- 
giance. Nov 98:5. 


Drugs 
See Pharmaceutical products 


Earnings 
Hospital earnings growth is keeping up 
with suppliers’ annual earnings 
increase. Nov 97:4. 
Hospital, group contracts, acquisitions 
helped boost suppliers’ earnings. 
Feb 98:14. 


Electrosurgery 
Tenet adds second Conmed contract, 
covering electrosurgical products. 
Mar 97:6. 


Emergency room 
Emergency rooms can save money 
while saving lives. Mar 97:18. 


Endoscopy 


See Less-invasive surgery 


FASA 


FASA impact still debated as price list 
stays on hold. Sep 97:1. 

GPOs fail to knock FASA off the books, 
but delay implementation for two 
months. Jul 97:6. 

GPOs celebrate end to FASA price list 
extension (for now). Dec 97:1. 


Food Supplies and Service 


Coke still on tap as Novation 
continues negotiations begun by 
VHA before merger. Sep 98:8. 

Contract will outsource support 
services after redesigning and 
combining them. May 97:5. 


Food service deal nets hospital 23% 
cut in per meal costs from price, 
efficiencies. May 98:3. 

Hot food generating hot profits in 
Florida, as hospitals install new 
service for staff. Oct 98:3. 

Premier pact with Bristol-Meyers 
Squibb covers most hospital supply 
categories. Mar 98:6. 

SSH hopes things (including revenues) 
will go better with new Coke 
contract. Jan 98:6. 

Texas hospital finds half million in 
savings from Alliant contract price, 
logistics help. Apr 98:4. 

Though eight miles apart, two hospi- 
tals will share food service menus, 
purchasing. Aug 97:4. 


Gloves 


AmeriNet renews Ansell Perry agree- 
ment for variety of surgical and 
exam gloves. Jun 97:8. 

Glove prices post overall decline. Feb 
98:1. 

Glove suit relocated as manufacturers 
prepare documents; trial date still 
not set. Sep 98:5. 

Hospital asks for capitated glove deal; 
O&M responds with $2.3 million 
offer. Jul 98:3. 

Hospitals scramble to define latex 
issues in glove policies. Jul 97:1. 
Medline to administer glove contracts 
inherited from MediGuard takeover. 

Mar 98:4. 

Regent claims Allegiance suit unfairly 
portrays glove-maker's latex poli- 
cies. Mar 98:3. 

Scottish Rite giving nitrile gloves a try 
in new contract with Best Manufac- 
turing. Mar 98:4. 

Suit claims Regent may have over- 
stated protective qualities of its 
surgical gloves. Jan 98:3. 

Three major companies sharing 
Premier contract for powder-free 
surgical gloves. Jan 97:7. 


Group purchasing 

AmeriNet adds more purchasing power 
with 199 new hospital members in 
1996. May 97:6. 

AmeriNet continues to boost 
purchasing volume with addition of 
hospitals, doctors. Dec 98:7. 

AmeriNet members increase spending 
under contracts to $4.1 billion in 
1998. Dec 98:8. 

AmeriNet members saved $175 million 
last year, as spending grew to $3.5 
billion. Feb 98:7. 


AmeriNet names Cook to provide 
variety of supplies; leaves out 
contrast media. Aug 98:7. 

AmeriNet plans to stay on track, but to 
blow its horn a bit louder. Mar 98:1. 

Another IDN joins Premier, cites 
expected savings from group’s 
purchasing power. Jun 98:8. 

Australia, other nations looking to join 
movement to medical group 
purchasing. Jan 98:8. 

Bids in on Purchase Connection; buyer 
hopefuls include some current 
managers. May 98:6. 

Biggest group banking on the biggest 
suppliers. May 97:14. 

Boards approve July 1 merger of 
CMMA, SSM-DHS, consolidating 
Catholic groups. Feb 98:8. 

Brim takes over ABC as Columbia 
rethinks buying strategies for 
departed members. Jan 98:4. 

Catholic group purchasing organiza- 
tions agree to merge; spending 
totals $2 billion. Sep 97:6. 

Checks in the mail for rebate distribu- 
tions based on use of group 
contracts from VHA. Jun 97:8. 

CMMA will gain independent status, 
staff as buying group for Catholic 
hospitals. Jun 97:6. 

COHR Inc. directors, investment 
analysts ponder fate of Purchase 
Connection. Mar 98:6. 

COHR rejects ‘bottom fishing’ offers 
for its GPO. Jul 98:2. 

Columbia's ABC program:will it die a 
natural death? May 98:1. 

Columbia's next acquisitions could 
shift purchasing dollars from 
Premier, VHA. Apr 97:5. 

Consolidated GPO set to end year with 
new portfolio. Sep 98:11. 

Consorta aims for sole-source, long- 
term agreements, but no corporate 
deals yet. Dec 98:7. 

Consorta settles into Illinois offices, 
ponders first dozen med-surg 
awards. Nov 98:7. 

Contracting strategies of newest group 
aimed at building member, vendor 
loyalty. Jun 98:6. 

Decreasing prices, fees add up to 
savings as VHA Inc. ends record 
spending year. Jun 98:7. 

Directors, shareholders at VHA and 
UHC approve merging purchasing 
operations. Jan 98:6. 

Ferionai New York-area group adds 
more hospitals and millions in 
spending power. Jul 97:6. 

First Novation contracts due out later 
this year. May 98:13. 
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Florida hospitals form mini-GPO by 
joining purchasing operations 
without merging. Dec 98:8. 

For smaller hospitals, sometimes a 
bigger group purchasing organiza- 
tion is better. Nov 97:8. 

GPOs celebrate end to FASA price list 
extension (for now). Dec 97:1. 

GPOs fail to knock FASA off the books, 
but delay implementation for two 
months. Jul 97:6. 

GPOs: still viable, but their role is 
changing. Sep 98:12. 

GPOs, suppliers face off over effects of 
mergers. Nov 98:1. 

GPOs will need flexibility to stay ahead 
of IDNs. Dec 97:9. 

Health care spending and GPO influ- 
ence to take off in next decade, 
study predicts. Nov 98:7. 

HealthSouth reshuffles group affilia- 
tions; Purchase Connection is the 
final choice. Nov 97:6. 

HIGPA expands supplier member ranks 
with five more trading partner 
members. Apr 97:8. 

HIGPA membership continues to grow 
as suppliers, groups find forum for 
views. May 97:8. 

HIPPI joins HIGPA, just as its own 
parent adopts a new group 
purchasing partner. Oct 97:7. 

Hospitals cite co-op rules, not sale, in 
MedEcon defection. Sep 98:2. 

Hospitals form new alliance in New 
York; GPOs now head to head in 
metro area. May 97:3. 

Hospitals proclaim strong group loyalty 
while vendor compliance gripes 
mount. Mar 97:8. 

HPPI to gain administrative services, 
share med-surg contracts with 
Blues. Feb 97:7. 

It worked for them. Mar 98:14. 

Key word will be ‘compliance’ at new 
GPO headed by former Premier 
buying exec. Sep 98:7. 

Long-term Premier med-surg contract 
demonstrates savings after first 
year. May 98:7. 

Maine hospital group is leaving Amer- 
iNet for MedEcon, but not all 
members follow. Jul 98:6. 

MedEcon revamps sales force, names 
Marlette to head materials 
services. Jul 98:8. 

MedEcon Services developing new 
pacts for nonacute care members of 
new co-op. May 98:7. 

MHA acquires MedEcon Services, will 
merge contracts. Oct 98:2. 

More VHA hospitals find savings are 
worth compliance. May 97:2. 


New Catholic megagroup gets a 
name:Consorta Catholic Resource 
Partners. Aug 98:7. 

New contract covers the entire spec- 
trum of Johnson & Johnson med- 
surg products. Jun 98:6. 

New contract expected to boost 
savings for wheelchairs, other 
patient equipment. May 97:6. 

New generation of Shared Services 
pacts features pricing based on 
commitment. May 98:6. 

New Jersey hospitals combine in 
system; join VHA fold along with 
regional groups. Aug 97:8. 

New Purchase Connection program 
offers extra rewards for committed 
buying. Jun 98:6. 

New Tenet hospital to leave AmeriNet 
behind when it joins the BuyPower 
fold. Mar 97:9. 

New York IDN turns to New Jersey 
group for purchasing contracts and 
services. Jun 98:6. 

Novation setting signts on IDN busi- 
ness, private label, and commit- 
ment programs. Dec 98:6. 

Novation’s new bid list worth $1.3 
billion. Oct 98:11. 

Pair of safety syringe contracts don't 
stop protests against GPO 
contracting policies. Nov 98:6. 

Premier adds, subtracts and combines 
people, programs as contract surge 
ends. Apr 97:7. 

Premier contracts to get marketing 
push during winter meetings in 
Puerto Rico. Dec 97:7. 

Premier decides to postpone meeting, 
while new managers learn the 
ropes. Aug 97:7. 

Premier gains two hospitals with deci- 
sion of Heartland Health System to 
sign up. Aug 97:7. 

Premier hosts high-level conference as 
leaders meet in mountain setting. 
Oct 98:6. 

Premier Inc. becomes newest GPO to 
join Health Industry Group 
Purchasing Assn. Jun 97:8. 

Premier Inc. continues contract blitz; 
recent pacts cover wide range of 
products. Mar 97:8. 

Premier members can look for corpo- 
rate contracts to multiply in the 
near future. Jul 97:6. 

Premier reschedules meeting for Oct. 
30. Sep 97:8. 

Premier rolls out latest pacts; 
discounts are leaner this time. Feb 
97:1. 

Premier's biggest affiliate, GNYHA, 
shares contracts as well as execu- 
tive. Apr 97:6. 


SPECIAL 


sbshs)<} felel=)-¢ [-p-3 [= 


Premier's challenge for ‘98:listen, 
communicate better. Jan 98:1. 

Primary caregivers may find new VHA 
pact as useful as their hospital 
counterparts. Jan 98:6. 

Prime targets:major GPOs eye 
regionals for mergers. Aug 97:1. 
Progress continues in compliance, but 
‘It takes time,’ say materials 

managers. Nov 98:8. 

Puerto Rican GPO forming as U.S. 
groups make headway in promoting 
contracts. Mar 97:7. 

Purchase Connection gives out 
regional commitment awards at 
annual meeting. Jun 98:7. 

Purchase Connection members exceed 
planned spending levels under group 
buy. May 98:8. 

Purchase Connection sets up 
committee to offer views of supplier 
representatives. Jun 98:8. 

Purchase Connection, new manage- 
ment and all, boosts revenues in 
fiscal quarter. Oct 98:8. 

Purchase Connection’s parent 
company protests poison-pen post- 
ings on Internet. Dec 98:6. 

Regional group gets high marks for 
using Internet to deliver contract 
information. Sep 97:8. 

Regional group in Maryland adds 
national contracts with Purchase 
Connection deal. Jun 97:8. 

Reorganization at Purchase Connec- 
tion won't affect operations, 
members told. Apr 97:7. 

Shared Services names Georgia 
system as last year’s biggest 
contract spender. Jul 97:7. 

Spending by AmeriNet members will 
reach $40 million annually on Cook 
Inc. products. Sep 98:8. 

SSH members use Zimmer most often, 
spend most on Siemens. Aug 98:11. 

Survey:hospitals looking beyond price 
breaks to standardization and 
utilization. Jan 97:4. 

TargetBuy program on target as group 
aims to offer savings on high tech- 
nology. Apr 97:6. 

Tennessee hospital merger will move 
purchasing dollars from Premier to 
CMMaA. Apr 98:4. 

Three-hospital health care system 
sheds Premier ties and joins VHA 
Pennsylvania. Jan 97:5. 

UHC, VHA begin to align contract 
periods as they prepare to create 
single portfolio. Mar 98:8. 

UHC, VHA split ownership of affiliate; 
HPPI members boost purchasing 
levels. Mar 98:8. 
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VHA's New England regional headquar- 
ters gets new address in 
Massachusetts town. Aug 97:8. 

VHA, UHC purchasing combo puts 
savings ahead of styles. Oct 97:1. 

VHA-UHC offspring to be called ‘Nova 
tion’ with James L. Hersma as new 
president. Feb 98:7. 

Who's dropping whom? Commitment- 
shy members leave Premier as rules 
tighten. Aug 97:6 

With bigger discounts at stake, hospi- 
tals signing up for new HSCA supply 
deal. May 98:6. 

With bigger discounts at stake, hospi- 
tals signing up for new HSCA supply 
deal. May 98:3. 

Yankee Alliance begins membership 
drive, vows continued allegiance to 
Premier Inc. Feb 97:7 


Health Care News Server 


Health Care News Server launches new 
Internet site. Feb 98:2. 


Heart valves 


Heart valve prices moving up again. 
Apr 97:1. 


Home health care 
Custom packs can also save time, 
money on home health care 
supplies, VHA bets. Oct 98:6. 


Hospital systems /Integrated 
delivery networks 


Bon Secours looks forward to savings 
from exclusive distribution 
contracts. Mar 97:4. 

Brim takes over ABC as Columbia 
rethinks buying strategies for 
departed members. Jan 98:4. 

BuyPower chosen as group purchaser 
for newly established hospital 
system. Mar 98:7. 

CHI, Sisters of Charity make it official 
as consolidation boosts spending 
volume. Nov 97:4. 

Columbia adds expense management 
firm McFaul & Lyons as consultant 
to members. Apr 97:4. 

Columbia outpatient surgery contract 
follows hospital award, goes to 
Medline. Apr 97:5. 

Columbia saw all-lines distributor as 
more efficient for long-term supply 
chain plans. Aug 98:4. 

Columbia to implement new distributor 
deal one vendor at a time over 3 
months. Aug 98:3. 

Columbia's next acquisitions could 
shift purchasing dollars from 
Premier, VHA. Apr 97:5. 


Columbia, St. John begin renewal talks 
after successful first year of label 
pact. Oct 97:5. 

Columbia/HCA launches new 
contracts covering medical-surgical 
products. Oct 98:5. 

Columbia/HCA's new system keeps 
tight rein on compliance. May 97:1. 

Consolidation in Wisconsin nets 
savings:first from efficiencies, now 
from contracts. May 97:5. 

Defining IDN may be as hard as actu- 
ally purchasing medical supplies for 
one. Jun 98:5. 

Fledgling system is aggressive in 
wielding new purchasing clout with 
manufacturers. Feb 98:6. 

GPOs will need flexibility to stay ahead 
of IDNs. Dec 97:9. 

Growing Catholic Health Initiatives 
moves to blend, rearrange contract 
portfolios. Sep 97:4. 

Health system in Pennsylvania signs 
pact with pharmacy distributor 
McKesson Corp. Apr 97:5. 

Health system looks to Tenet’'s 
BuyPower in two-year pharmaceu- 
tical agreement. Sep 97:5. 

Hospital ownership shuffle creates 
change in purchasing, distribution 
arrangements. Jun 97:3. 

Hospitals form new alliance in New 
York; GPOs now head to head in 
metro area. May 97:3. 

Hospitals outside Columbia/HCA 
system invited to participate in 
buying contracts. Mar 97:4. 

IDN finds cooperative purchasing route 
takes advantage of regional influ- 
ence. Dec 98:4. 

Integration:It’s a long road, but worth 
the savings. Dec 98:10. 

Kaiser goes national with U.S. Surgical 
pact for sutures, staplers, lap 
devices. Jul 98:5. 

Mainframe gives way to client-server 
at Memorial Healthcare System 
facilities. Mar 97:6. 

Mercy Resource Management 
contracts net hospitals $2.87 
million in dividends. Apr 97:3. 

New Colorado IDN will result in face off 
of distributors, GPOs, and supply 
chains. Oct 97:3. 

New Colorado integrated delivery 
network is hoping it can set a good 
‘Exempla.’ Nov 97:3. 

New materials management skills in 
demand in IDN era. Nov 97:2. 

New sole-source agreement with 
Chiron will cover critical care for 
Tenet hospitals. Apr 98:5. 


New Tenet hospital to leave AmeriNet 
behind when it joins the BuyPower 
fold. Mar 97:9. 

New warehouse serves Orlando hospi- 
tals in General Medical distribution 
contract. Mar 97:6. 

New York hospital system expands use 
of Medical Sterilization for repro- 
cessing. Apr 98:3. 

Not every product is worth standard- 
izing, Tenet finds. Feb 98:12. 

Provena Health is first new member of 
Catholic group purchasing organiza 
tion. Dec 98:4. 

Sisters of Charity of Nazareth to 
become new region of Catholic 
Health Initiatives. Jun 97:3. 

Source of medical labels for Tenet 
buyers found in St. Jonn-TimeMed 
joint venture. Sep 97:3. 

Supply savings could help ensure 
viability of new community-based 
hospital system. Apr 97:5. 

Tenet acquisition in Massachusetts 
would move purchasing volume from 
Columbia. Sep 98:4. 

Tenet adds second Conmed contract, 
covering electrosurgical products. 
Mar 97:6. 

Tenet adds third company to provide 
hospital equipment maintenance 
service. May 97:4. 

Tenet supply expense ratio creeps 
upward but BuyPower programs are 
striking back. Nov 97:4. 

Tenet's new chemistry analyzer 
contract projects savings of 30% for 
hospital labs. Mar 97:6. 

Tennessee hospital merger will move 
purchasing dollars from Premier to 
CMMA. Apr 98:4. 

Yankee Alliance adds more hospitals, 
shifting more spending power to 
Premier. Sep 97:7. 


imaging equipment 

Agfa cine film to roll at HSCA and 
Premier while cath labs look toward 
digital future. May 97:8. 

AmeriNet chooses Picker International 
for diagnostic equipment in new 
contract. Nov 97:6. 

AmeriNet expects to save $1.7 million 
under Siemens imaging equipment 
pact. Sep 98:8. 

Big-ticket diagnostic imaging equip- 
ment offered at sizable discounts in 
HSCA pact. Nov 97:7. 

Bon Secours looks forward to savings 
from exclusive distribution 
contracts. Mar 97:4. 
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Diagnostic images linked to depart- 
ments via Kodak system at New 
York hospital. Mar 97:6. 

Eight-hospital network can tune in X- 
rays with scanning and transmis- 
sion system. Sep 98:4. 

Electronic network will allow six faciii- 
ties to share and store diagnostic 
images. May 97:4. 

GE provides variety of imaging equip- 
ment under new three-year Premier 
contract. Jun 97:7. 

Government hospitals have new 
contract covering diagnostic 
imaging equipment. Dec 97:3. 

Group buy features fluoroscopic 
devices as Tenet clinicians give nod 
to Philips. Mar 98:5. 

Kaiser turns to Siemens for sole-source 
contract for mammography equip- 
ment. Dec 98:5. 

Kansas City hospital is the first to 
install new version of pediatric 
imaging system. May 98:3. 

MedEcon signs Picker to long-term 
pact with risk-sharing on equipment 
service. Jan 97:7. 

More hospitals plugging into radiology 
networks. Sep 98:1. 

Newly expanded Tenet Healthcare pact 
features bulk buy of CT scanners 
from GE. Feb 97:5. 

Premier chooses Connecticut company 
for new radiology equipment agree- 
ment. May 98:6. 

Premier names Hewlett-Packard divi- 
sion as source of cardiovascular 
image items. Jan 98:8. 

Sparrow proceeding on path to filmless 
diagnostic imaging throughout 
system. Jul 98:4. 

TargetBuy program on target as group 
aims to offer savings on high tech- 
nology. Apr 97:6. 

Tenet picks Utah company to provide 
fluoroscopic C-arms used in surgery. 
Mar 98:5. 

UHC selects two sources in new five- 
year contract for diagnostic imaging 
supplies. Jan 98:8. 

VHA contracts offer discounts on 
textile, diagnostic, radiation 
therapy products. Mar 97:7. 

VHA Inc. names mammography, biopsy 
equipment supplier in new two-year 
pact. Jan 97:6. 


Inflation 
AmeriNet posts inflationary indices. 
Dec 98:16. 
Inflation projections modest but rising. 
Oct 98:5. 


Materials costs push prices up; 
contracts hold them steady. Mar 
97:12. 

Most hospital supply prices headed 
upward in 1998. Jan 98:2. 

Price outlook shows little variation 
from last year. Mar 98:9. 

Purchasing managers say business 
outlook good in 1998. Feb 98:13. 


Premier pact offers help in converting 
insurance to cash for terminal 
patients. Oct 97:7. 


Internet service 


HMM's publisher launches Internet 
service. Mar 97:2. 

Internet comes to HSCA hospitals, but 
some may have to wait for access. 
Sep 98:7. 

Purchase Connection's parent 
company protests poison-pen post- 
ings on Internet. Dec 98:6. 

The Health Care News Server™ begins 
publishing at ConnectedHealth.Net. 
Jul 97:2. 


Intraocular surgery 


Sisters of Charity extends IOL agree- 
ment with Pharmacia Upjohn, keeps 
Allergan. Mar 98:6. 

IOL prices led by technology, 
payments. Nov 98:1. 

IOL prices level off after 3 years. Nov 
9r-2. 


intravenous therapy 


Basic |.V. solutions show price 
decline. Jan 98:1. 

\.V. discounts require 80% commit- 
ment. Jan 97:7. 

Retooling |.V. procedures was painful, 
but savings made conversion worth- 
while. Apr 98:3. 

Shared Services changes |.V. solution 
vendor from Baxter to B. Braun 
McGaw. Apr 98:6. 

Sole source of |.V. supplies is changing 
for AmeriNet’s committed buying 
program. Jan 98:7. 

Switching |.V. preparation solutions 
nets big savings for San Antonio 
hospitals. Jul 97:5. 

Tenet’s new I.V. contract with ALARIS 
to run for 10 years, saving $30 
million. Jan 98:3. 

Texas hospital system plans to cut 
blood cleanup costs with addition to 
prep kit. Jul 97:3. 

VHA, Abbott, sign seven-year contract, 
continuing long-term |.V. agree- 
ment. Apr 98:6. 


SPECIAL 


1998 Index issue 


Inventory control 

Inventory:it’s what's upstairs that 
counts. Jul 98:1. 

New HSCA agreements brings equip- 
ment, curtains, supply stations into 
portfolio. Aug 98:7. 

New materials specialists add personal 
touch to supply chain. Jun 98:1. 

Palm Springs storeroom growing 
emptier as conversion to JIT 
program continues. Jul 98:4. 

When there’s too much control. Jul 
98:10. 


Itemized charges 


How much did that Band-Aid® cost, 
really? Oct 97:2. 


Labels 


Adhesive labels subject of new 
contract between Columbia/HCA 
and St. John Co. Apr 97:3. 

California company gets nod for labels 
from Novation following UHC experi- 
ence. Dec 98:8. 

Columbia, St. John begin renewal talks 
after successful first year of label 
pact. Oct 97:5. 

HSCA inks three-year pact with 
NewBold for patient ID systems and 
supplies. Nov 97:7. 

Source of medical labels for Tenet 
buyers found in St. John-TimeMed 
joint venture. Sep 97:3. 


Laboratory 

AmeriNet signs FutureCORE to provide 
laboratory consulting to members. 
Jan 98:7. 

Diagnostic chemical supplies are focus 
of pair of recent Premier agree- 
ments. Aug 97:8. 

Glass and plastic lab supplies are now 
included in Allegiance BestValue 
deals. Feb 97:8. 

JPC selects Instrumentation Labora- 
tory for variety of critical care 
testing supplies. Oct 98:6. 

Lab consolidation nets IDN big 
savings, starts with standardization 
under Premier. Oct 98:6. 

Latest Premier agreements feature 
paper, pharmaceuticals, and labora- 
tory products. Sep 97:6. 

New laboratory equipment agreement 
includes help with process effi- 
ciency. Feb 98:8. 

Premier adds to diagnostic supply port- 
folio with Bayer, Organon Teknika. 
Aug 97:8. 

Purchase Connection names two 
vendors to provide reference labora- 
tory services. Aug 97:7. 
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Quest agreement includes manage- 
ment and outsourcing for Premier 
hospital labs. Jul 98:7. 

Tenet hospitals sign SmithKline 
Beecham to rearrange, run Cali- 
fornia laboratories. Jun 98:5. 

Tenet's new chemistry analyzer 
contract projects savings of 30% for 
hospital labs. Mar 97:6. 

Testing the testers:how to choose and 
use a reference lab. Jan 97:18. 

Two packaging suppliers vying for 
sales; they will share market under 
Premier pact. Aug 98:8. 

VHA chooses Abbott subsidiary for 
deal to provide blood glucose test 
products. Aug 97:8. 


Lasers 


Vendor acquisition will lead to 
contract transfer for X-ray supplies, 
laser products. Oct 98:7. 

Special lasers have hefty initial price 
tag but offer long-term savings on 
procedures. Mar 97:5. 


Less invasive surgery 


AmeriNet, U.S. Surgical continue 
contract for laparoscopic, wound 
closure supplies. Aug 97:7. 

Combination of endoscopic products, 
technical assistance promise 
savings. Feb 98:8. 

Endoscopy contract for Shared 
Services features technical support, 
pay per case. Jan 98:8. 

Feuding makers of disposable trocars 
responding to growing reusable 
market. May 97:4. 

Laparoscopic instruments good 
outsourcing candidates. Jun 97:14. 

Line of minimally invasive biopsy 
devices added to HSCA-U.S. 
Surgical agreements. Jul 98:6. 

Line of minimally invasive biopsy 
devices subject of new AmeriNet, 
U.S.S. contract. Jun 98:7. 

Regional group begins offering 
outsourced sterile processing for 
laparoscopic trays. Jun 97:8. 


Linen 
See Textiles 


Logistics 


CHCA hospitals that deliver home care 
can now use Medline contract for 
supplies. Jan 98:7. 

Logistics focus of cost-saving efforts 
under AmeriNet transportation 
program. Jun 97:6. 


New warehouse serves Orlando hospi- 
tals in General Medical distribution 
contract. Mar 97:6. 

Penske Logistics will provide transport 
advice and services in AmeriNet 
contract. Dec 97:7. 

Start saving on materials before the 
hospital is built. Mar 97:1. 

Truck leasing expected to reduce cost 
of managing vehicle fleet at Eisen- 
hower. Jun 98:4. 

UHC joins truckload consolidation 
effort aiming to reduce medical 
transport costs. Jan 98:6. 

VA hospitals are looking at new ways 
to streamline supply chain opera 
tions. Jul 98:5. 


Maintenance, housekeeping 


At VHA, housekeeping just became 
more cost effective, with new 
contract terms. Dec 97:7. 

CMMA adds W.W. Grainger as distrib- 
utor of maintenance, housekeeping 
supplies. Apr 98:7. 

Contract with major maintenance 
vendor could help HSCA hospitals 
standardize. Feb 98:9. 

Engineering supply costs should come 
under control with new sole-source 
pact. Dec 98:3. 

Hospitals sign major maintenance 
pacts with facilities giant Johnson 
Controls. Feb 97:3. 

In the future, AmeriNet facilities could 
shop at Home Depot for building 
supplies. Dec 98:7. 

Janitorial supply pact goes on the road 
after getting warm welcome in Cali- 
fornia. Oct 97:6. 

MedEcon signs Picker to long-term 
pact with risk-sharing on equipment 
service. Jan 97:7. 

Members have choice of cleaning 
goods with housekeeping contract 
from Premier. Nov 97:6. 

New AmeriNet contract with Honeywell 
features energy conservation 
services. Apr 98:8. 

NYU hopes to save on equipment 
service by letting Siemens do all 
maintenance. May 98:3. 

Oklahoma hospital invests in Honey- 
well building upgrades and savings 
guarantee. Dec 97:4. 

Paper, maintenance supplies are 
subject of Premier's new distribu- 
tion agreement. Jan 98:6. 

Premier chooses Centimark Corpora- 
tion as sole supplier of roof mate- 
rial, service. Apr 98:6. 

Software aids in managing cleaning 
logistics. Aug 98:12. 


Specialists help Kaiser hospitals clean 
up on cleaning up. Feb 98:15. 

Three-year maintenance pact to 
provide equipment data base, 
management help. Aug 97:3. 

Two pricing tiers featured in MRO pact 
between AmeriNet and W.W. 
Grainger. May 98:6. 

VHA expects members to clean up in 
pact with 3M for variety of addi- 
tional products. Sep 97:7. 

VHA looking to Zellerbach for products 
that will help members with house- 
keeping. Oct 97:7 


Mannequins 
New contract expected to save Amer- 
iNet members $150,000 per year 
for manikins. May 97:7. 


Materials management 
organizations 


IAHCSMM would still welcome mate- 
rials managers if it merged with 
C.S. group. May 98:7. 

Materials group changes name and 
game; extends an open ‘AHRMM' to 
vendors. Sep 98:3. 


Maternity 


Agreement will outsource sterilization 
in maternity units at N.Y. 
Methodist. Apr 98:4. 

Custom packs from Allegiance to 
deliver major savings on the mater- 
nity ward. Dec 97:3. 

HSCA picks Johnson & Johnson to 
supply baby and maternity products 
in new pact. Nov 97:7. 


Mattresses 


Mayo hospitals replace pressure 
control products with Comfortex 
mattresses. Aug 97:5. 

Rotational therapy beds:are they worth 
the cost? Jul 97:18. 


Medical-surgical purchasing 


Baptist Healthcare System renews 
pact with Ramsdell for med-surg 
products. Jan 97:3. 

Buyers aren't lulled by pack prices. 
Mar 97:1. 

Columbia outpatient surgery contract 
follows hospital award, goes to 
Medline. Apr 97:5. 

Contract offers compliance-based 
savings on wet and dry surgical 
prep systems. Jun 97:6. 

Georgia system finds reduction in 
SKUs adds up to savings in oper- 
ating room. Aug 97:4. 
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Growing market for disposable face 
masks recognized in new contract. 
Aug 97:9. 

Hospital-wide standardization effort 
nets big savings. Apr 98:13. 

Hospitals with the highest 1996 
savings rates earn honors from their 
national GPO. Mar 97:5. 

Implant demand matching includes 
total knees. Sep 97:18. 

In expanded Smith & Nephew agree- 
ment, AmeriNet adds orthopedics, 
other products. Jun 97:7. 

Latest capitation deal promises to net 
$42,000 in savings for small 
hospital. Feb 97:4. 

Loaner fees:who'll blink first in the 
approaching face-off? Jan 97:1. 

Mayo Clinic hospitals begin 
automating operating rooms under 
Picis contract. Oct 97:5. 

Medical suppliers, related industries 
have brisk first quarter. May 97:18. 

Mississippi hospital talks OR prices 
down, finds more savings in unused 
products. May 97:5. 

New contract covers the entire spec- 
trum of Johnson & Johnson med- 
surg products. Jun 98:6. 

New warehouse serves Orlando hospi- 
tals in General Medical distribution 
contract. Mar 97:6. 

Ohio hospital attacks instrument costs 
on many fronts; adds control soft- 
ware. Oct 97:3. 

Premier Inc. continues contract blitz; 
recent pacts cover wide range of 
products. Mar 97:8. 

Premier Inc. members have choice of 
two sources for mechanical ventila- 
tors. Aug 97:9. 

Premier pact with Bristol-Meyers 
Squibb covers most hospital supply 
categories. Mar 98:6. 

Price survey on packs gave flawed 
analysis (letter). Jun 97:9. 

Purchase Connection adds surgical 
packs to contracted Kimberly-Clark 
products. Oct 97:6. 

Push is on to standardize hip implants. 
Sep 97:1. 

San Francisco hospital turns to capita- 
tion to snare savings on med-surg 
supplies. Feb 97:4. 

Staff, consultants go after surgical 
costs; focus on joint implants, 
multiple sources. Sep 97:5. 

Staff, consultants go after surgical 
costs; focus on joint implants, 
multiple sources. Sep 97:5. 

Standard laminectomy pack knocks 
9% from the cost of disposable 
supplies. Nov 97:3. 


Surgery savings mount as staff joins 
materials management in the hunt 
for $$. Sep 97:3. 

Surgical instruments go Elite at Amer- 
iNet as Aesculap contract rewards 
compliance. May 97:8. 

Tennessee hospital system names 
U.S.S. as sole supplier of surgical 
supply items. Nov 97:4. 

Use of custom packs increasing for 
more procedures; three hospitals 
post savings. Feb 97:3. 

VHA agreement with U.S.S. subsidiary 
covers new device to aid in spinal 
surgery. Sep 97. 

VHA's microsurgical instrument busi- 
ness will be going to Storz for three 
more years. Jul 97:7. 

What did hospitals spend on contracts 
last year? It depends on whom you 
ask. Apr 97:4. 


NAPM forecast 


Prices to rise in early 1997, then stabi- 


lize. Feb 97:14. 

Purchasers face the rest of 1997 with 
confidence. Jun 97:18. 

Purchasing execs look to future with 
optimism. Jul 98:11. 


Needles, syringes 
AmeriNet makes retractable needles, 
syringes available through new 

contract. Oct 98:7. 

AmeriNet chooses Sherwood for 
needles, inks micro-biology agree- 
ment with Remel. Apr 97:7. 

Chicago hospital needed fewer kinds 
of sharps containers than it 
thought. Sep 97:4. 

Dual-source blood collection agree- 
ments offer three different discount 
levels. May 97:7. 

Medical Center expects savings to 
follow conversion to contracted 
needle supplies. Aug 97:4. 

Needle, syringe prices show net gain. 
Mar 98:1. 

Pair of safety syringe contracts don't 
stop protests against GPO 
contracting policies. Nov 98:6. 

Syringe prices down; needles up. Jan 
97:1. 


Office equipment, furniture 
Commercial carpeting is subject of 
pact between HSCA and Collins & 
Aikman. Jul 98:8. 
Contract will furnish Partners facilities 
with big savings and four quality 
levels. Nov 97:5. 


SPECIAL 


1998 index issue 


HSCA renews series of contracts 
covering office supplies, equipment, 
and forms. Jul 98:7. 

Office furniture prices must hold 
steady for first two years of 
Haworth-VHA contract. Jun 97:7. 

Premier contract adds Steelcase to 
list of sources of office furniture, 
equipment. Apr 98:6. 

Premier issues series of new contracts 
covering furniture for hospital 
offices. Feb 98:7. 

Regional group signs copier consulting 
agreement with fees based on 
savings. Mar 97:9. 

Steelcase contract renewal means 
more discounts and added options 
for HSCA. Jun 98:8. 


Operating room 

3M meeting demand for sterilization 
gas, but at higher prices, and off 
contract. Aug 98:6. 

Colorado Hospital sees savings of 12% 
after standardizing on one cataract 
pack. Dec 97:3. 

Contract offers compliance-based 
savings on wet and dry surgical 
prep systems. Jun 97:6. 

Contract with Kimberly Clark has paid 
off for VHA members; price hikes 
held to 3%. Jun 98:7. 

Georgia system finds reduction in 
SKUs adds up to savings in oper- 
ating room. Aug 97:4. 

Growing market for disposable face 
masks recognized in new contract. 
Aug 97:9. 

Hospital looking to cut head, neck 
surgery costs by 18% by using new 
custom pack. Jan 98:4. 

HSCA members to get short-term 
bonus for buying contracted sharps 
containers. Mar 98:8. 

Kaiser goes national with U.S. Surgical 
pact for sutures, staplers, lap 
devices. Jul 98:5. 

Massachusetts hospitals find big 
savings in adoption of Medline for 
OR supplies. Feb 98:5. 

Mayo Clinic hospitals begin 
automating operating rooms under 
Picis contract. Oct 97:5. 

Medical Action Industries to provide 
sterile packs for VHA’s private 
label. Mar 98:7. 

New HSCA pact features orthotic 
goods provided by Restorative Care 
of America. Jul 98:7. 

New vitrectomy pack combines line 
items to save on sterilization, inven- 
tory costs. Dec 97:5. 
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New York hospital system expands use 
of Medical Sterilization for repro- 
cessing. Apr 98:3. 

Ohio hospital attacks instrument costs 
on many fronts; adds control soft- 
ware. Oct 97:3. 

Outsourced reprocessing of instru- 
ments topic of Queens, N.Y., 
hospital contract. Apr 98:5. 

Pack savings to reach 15% in first of 
new contracts from South Jersey 
cooperative. Dec 98:5. 

Premier Inc. members have choice of 
two sources for mechanical ventila- 
tors. Aug 97:9. 

Prep solutions, drapes, lead in savings 
after adoption of hysterectomy 
pack. Dec 97:5. 

Price survey on packs gave flawed 
analysis (letter). Jun 97:9. 

Purchase Connection adds surgical 
packs to contracted Kimberly-Clark 
products. Oct 97:6. 

Savings add up as hospital pares items 
from OR inventory. Nov 98:11. 

Spending on new surgical supply 
contract is expected to reach $0.5 
million per year. May 98:8. 

Staff, consultants go after surgical 
costs; focus on joint implants, 
multiple sources. Sep 97:5. 

Standard laminectomy pack knocks 
9% from the cost of disposable 
supplies. Nov 97:3. 

Supplier and processor of surgery 
packs get together to provide deal 
for VHA Inc. Apr 98:8. 

Surgery savings mount as staff joins 
materials management in the hunt 
for $$. Sep 97:3. 

Surgical instruments go Elite at Amer- 
iNet as Aesculap contract rewards 
compliance. May 97:8. 

Surgical packs and gowns offer poten- 
tial for big savings based on utiliza 
tion review. Dec 97:5. 

Tenet doctors make final vendor deci- 
sion on choice of surgical products 
suppliers. Feb 98:5. 

Tenet picks Utah company to provide 
fluoroscopic C-arms used in surgery. 
Mar 98:5. 

Tennessee hospital system names 
U.S.S. as sole supplier of surgical 
supply items. Nov 97:4. 

Use of custom packs increasing for 
more procedures; three hospitals 
post saving. Feb 97:3. 

VHA's microsurgical instrument busi- 
ness will be going to Storz for three 
more years. Jul 97:7. 


Orthopedics 

Hip implant prices show modest drop. 
Sep 98:1. 

Implant demand matching includes 
total knees. Sep 97:18. 

In expanded Smith & Nephew agree- 
ment, AmeriNet adds orthopedics, 
other products. Jun 97:7. 

Loaner fees:who'll blink first in the 
approaching face-off? Jan 97:1. 

Nix Health Care's orthopedic special- 
ists getting custom packs under 
new program. Jun 98:3. 

Price still the main factor in 
arthroscopy product purchases, 
with growing market. Mar 98:5. 

Push is on to standardize hip implants. 
Sep 97:1. 

Sisters of Charity renegotiates pricing 
for orthopedic implants; drops 
DePuy. Apr 98:7. 

Staff, consultants go after surgical 
costs; focus on joint implants, 
multiple sources. Sep 97:5. 

VHA agreement with U.S.S. subsidiary 
covers new device to aid in spinal 
surgery. Sep 97:6. 

VHA members have new contract for 
tools that help in diagnosis of 
osteoporosis. Jan 98:6. 

With consultant's help, hospital brings 
arthroscopy supply expense to its 
knees. Dec 97:4. 


Ostomy supplies 
Premier names specialized item 
suppliers to provide ostomy, throm- 
bosis products. Dec 97:8. 


Outsourcing 


Agreement will outsource sterilization 
in maternity units at N.Y. 
Methodist. Apr 98:4. 

Alta Bates hopes to trim up to 20% 
from sterilization costs with 
outsourcing deal. Sep 97:5. 

Contract will outsource support 
services after redesigning and 
combining them. May 97:5. 

Florida system moving quickly with 
plan to outsource materials 
management role. Aug 97:3. 

Hospital set to outsource electronic 
data processing with GE Information 
Services. Jul 97:4. 

HSCA document contract goes to 
Moore; members ponder 
outsourcing paperwork. May 97:8. 

Laparoscopic instruments good 
outsourcing candidates. Jun 97:14. 

Louisiana hospital preparing to hand 
over sterile processing, delivery to 
vendors. Jul 97:4. 


New York hospital system expands use 
of Medical Sterilization for repro- 
cessing. Apr 98:3. 

No fear:materials managers outsource 
work, keep control. Jun 97:1. 

Outsourced reprocessing of instru- 
ments topic of Queens, N.Y., 
hospital contract. Apr 98:5. 

Outsourcing:pros and cons. Jun 97:13. 

Regional group begins offering 
outsourced sterile processing for 
laparoscopic trays. Jun 97:8. 

Shands moves to outsource ware- 
house, distribution through Medline 
agreement. Jul 97:5. 

Swedish Medical Center set to 
outsource pharmacy operations to 
Owen Healthcare. Aug 97:4. 

Two hospitals in New York seek 
savings from off-site sterilization of 
instruments. Jul 97:5. 


Packaging 
Packaging prices held in check as 
CMMA renews its contract with 
Action Bag. Sep 98:8. 


Paper, office supplies 

Adhesive labeis subject of new 
contract between Columbia/HCA 
and St. John Co. Apr 97:3. 

AmeriNet Inc. extends pair of 
contracts with Wallace for office 
supplies, forms. May 97:6. 

BJC takes aim at document expenses 
in pair of standardization efforts. 
Aug 97:5. 

Business forms, both paper and elec- 
tronic, provided by Moore for 
MedEcon members. Jun 97:6. 

GPOs look at alternatives as forms 
suppliers merge. Mar 98:2. 

HSCA document contract goes to 
Moore; members ponder 
outsourcing paperwork. May 97:8. 

Kaiser undertakes streamlining effort, 
reducing forms vendors from 1,000 
to 1. Oct 98:4. 

Latest Premier agreements feature 
paper, pharmaceuticals, and labora- 
tory products. Sep 97:6. 

Long-term contract with forms 
suppliers aims to streamline docu- 
ment processing. Apr 97:6. 

MedEcon chooses Moore for long-term 
pact covering document manage- 
ment. Jul 97:7. 

Nationa! Institutes of Health switching 
suppliers of X-ray jackets, picks St. 
John. Apr 98:4. 

Paper stabilizing as instruments 
continue to climb. Oct 97:12. 
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Paper, maintenance supplies are 
subject of Premier's new distribu- 
tion agreement. Jan 98:6. 

Premier adds office supplies distribu- 
tion to national portfolio with new 
contract. Dec 97:8. 

Price of paper down; heading up. Feb 
97:1. 

Products related to medical document 
processing are focus of Premier 
pact. Aug 97:8. 

Purchase Connection names 3 to 
provide office supplies, forms, 
consulting service. May 97:6. 

Push and pull of paper markets keeps 
buyers guessing about price direc- 
tions. May 98:4. 

Shared Services picks Standard 
Register, Wallace again for forms, 
office supplies. Sep 97:8. 

Spending by VHA members under 
contract with Standard Register 
nears $1 billion. Jun 98:6. 

Two firms to share forms and docu- 
ment business from Purchase 
Connection. Jul 97:2. 

University hospital group chooses 
Moore for forms and document 
management. Feb 97:7. 

VHA contract with Tidi Products will 
offer variety of paper examination 
products. Nov 97:8. 

VHA doubles span of document 
contract with Standard Register, to 
8 years. May 97:7. 


Patient monitoring 


Devices for blood pressure monitoring 
available under new HSCA agree- 
ment. Aug 98:8. 

Devices for patient monitoring, protec- 
tion subject of new agreement from 
AmeriNet. Dec 97:6. 

High tech, high cost monitors 
promising savings and safety. Apr 
98:1. 

Military hospitals investing in portable 
patient monitoring equipment by 
Protocol. Sep 98:4. 

Tenet to send patient monitoring busi- 
ness to Spacelabs in new two-year 
agreement. Mar 98:5. 

Texas hospital trying out latest version 
of Protocol's patient monitoring 
system. May 98:4. 

Vital signs monitoring equipment 
covered under Shared Services deal 
with Protocol. Sep 97:7. 


Patient utensils 


Premier picks Medline, Vollrath to 
supply plastic utensils in dual- 
source contract. Apr 97:8. 


Vollrath named as patient utensil 
source in new three-year agreement 
with VHA. May 97:8. 


Patient volume 


How patient volume affects non-salary 
expenses. Apr 97:18. 


Pediatric supplies 

Incentive pricing offered on pediatric 
pharmaceuticals in new HSCA 
contract. Nov 97:8. 

It's hardly child's play, but buying for 
kids has rewards. Mar 98:12. 

Pediatric hospitals ask for exception 
to Premier contract for feeding 
pumps. Jul 98:8. 

Small patients need not mean smaller 
savings. Jun 98:10. 

Texas hospital adds rotating pediatric 
bed to pact; hopes to save via 
shorter stays. Jun 98:4. 


Pharmaceutical products 


Bergen gets nod from Kaiser Perma- 
nente to deliver pharmaceuticals in 
new pact. Oct 98:4. 

Cancer drugs from Bristol-Myers 
Squibb will have VHA's private label 
under pact. May 97:6. 

Cardiovasculars, psychotherapeutics 
nudge index up. May 98:14. 

Columbia's Richmond hospitals 
contract with division of new exclu- 
sive distributor. Dec 98:4. 

Drug index halts decline, reverses 
course. Nov 97:15. 

Drug price indices continue to creep 
upward. Feb 98:17. 

Drug prices going up in general; 
decrease maintained for generics, 
contracts help. Oct 98:5. 

Generic drug prices continue to slide. 
May 97:1. 

Generic drug prices said headed up. 
May 98:1. 

Health system in Pennsylvania signs 
pact with pharmacy distributor 
McKesson Corp. Apr 97:5. 

Health system looks to Tenet’s 
BuyPower in two-year pharmaceu- 
tical agreement. Sep 97:5. 

Hennepin picks McKesson to 
distribute pharmaceutical supplies 
in 2-year pact. Jun 98:5. 

Incentive pricing offered on pediatric 
pharmaceuticals in new HSCA 
contract. Nov 97:8. 

Innovative pharmacy system lets 
robots retrieve and dispense patient 
medication. Jun 98:4. 
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Latest Premier agreements feature 
paper, pharmaceuticals, and labora- 
tory products. Sep 97:6. 

Many hospitals don't share price hike 
fears that led to merger rejections. 
Apr 98:3. 

National Purchasing Alliance contract 
reviews yield additional drug 
discounts. Nov 97:6. 

New England system picks McKesson 
foi three-year pharmaceuticals 
contract. Jul 97:4. 

New Hampshire hospitals to automate 
pharmacy operations with 
McKesson. Jan 98:5. 

New VHA pharmacy agreement covers 
year-long utilization review, bench- 
marks. Apr 98:8. 

Pharmaceutical index continues to 
creep upward. Aug 98:14. 

Pharmaceutical index continues to 
creep upward. Nov 98:16. 

Pharmaceutical products to come from 
McKesson under new VHA agree- 
ment. Sep 97:6. 

Pharmacy reference books and soft- 
ware subject to discounts in new 
HSCA pact. Mar 98:7. 

Premier names SIMS Deltec as source 
of products used in drug delivery 
systems. Sep 98:7. 

Premier pact with Bristol-Meyers 
Squibb covers most hospital supply 
categories. Mar 98:6. 

Premier's biggest affiliate, GNYHA, 
shares contracts as well as execu- 
tive. Apr 97:6. 

Puerto Rican GPO forming as U.S. 
groups make headway in promoting 
contracts. Mar 97:7. 

Quorum selects McKesson for systems 
designed for pharmacy manage- 
ment. Aug 98:4. 

Radiopharmaceutical agreement 
includes centers operated by hospi- 
tals and vendor. May 97:3. 

Radiopharmaceutical production costs 
said to be rising; GPO adds new 
vendor. Dec 97:7. 

St. Paul hospital keeping McKesson 
Corp. as supplier of pharmaceutical 
products. Mar 97:5. 

Standardizing drugs and delivery prod- 
ucts can add up to big savings, 
hospital finds. Sep 97:3. 

Swedish Medical Center set to 
outsource pharmacy operations to 
Owen Healthcare. Aug 97:4. 

Vanderbilt adds pharmaceutical 
supplies to Bergen Brunswig med- 
surg contract. May 98:5. 

Year-end declines leave drugs with 
overall drop in 1996. May 97:15. 
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Price index:medical-surgical 


1st quarter shows net 2% drop; instru- 
ments post big hike. Jul 97:12. 

Declining overall med-surg price index 
marks 1997. Apr 98:15. 

Paper stabilizing as instruments 
continue to climb. Oct 97:12. 

Price index declines at a faster rate 
since late 1996. Jul 98:15. 

Price index swings level off, with 
modest drop overall. Oct 98:15. 

Prices continue modest downward 
slide; paper still volatile. Apr 97:12. 

Surgical instrument index up; paper 
prices still volatile. Jan 98:11. 


Price index:drugs 


Cardiovasculars, psychotherapeutics 
nudge index up. May 98:14. 

Drug price indices continue to creep 
upward. Feb 98:17. 

Drug indexes appear to be moving 
upward again. Feb 97:12. 

Drug index halts decline, reverses 
course. Nov 97:15. 

Drug indexes post overall decline, but 
trends were uneven. Aug 97:14. 

Pharmaceutical index continues to 
creep upward. Aug 98:14. 

Pharmaceutical index continues to 
creep upward. Nov 98:16. 

Year-end declines leave drugs with 
overall drop in 1996. May 97:15. 


Price watch 


April sees slowdown in rate of 
economic growth. Jun 97:16. 
Both producer, consumer price indexes 
up slightly in June. Aug 97:17. 
Economy continues January growth, 
picks up speed. Apr 97:16. 
Economy grows in January, but at 
slower rate. Mar 97:16. 
Growth slower in May; nonmanufac- 
turing index added. Jul 98:21. 
Higher growth, lower prices mark 
March PMI. May 98:17. 
|.V. gear, needles stand out in price 
change crowd. Jan 98:18. 
June growth rate slows, but remains 
positive. Aug 97:16. 
Manufacturing activity continues to 
grow in December; 1996 ends on 
upbeat note for overall national 
economy. Feb 97:16. 
Manufacturing activity grows, but 
more slowly. Nov 97:16. 
Manufacturing activity speeds up, 
backlogs grow. Dec 97:17. 
Manufacturing economy begins to 
contract in June. Aug 98:17 
Manufacturing economy slowdown 
continues. Dec 98:17. 


Manufacturing growth rate continues 
to decline. Feb 98:21. 

Manufacturing growth rate slower in 
August. Oct 97:16. 

Manufacturing growth rate slows to a 
crawl. Mar 98:17. 

Manufacturing growth rate speeds up 
in July. Sep 97:16. 

Manufacturing growth rate starts to 
heat up. Apr 98:21. 

Manufacturing indicators point to 
continued growth. May 97:16. 

May growth rate picks up, manufac- 
turers report. Jul 97:16. 

Med-surg products lag declining PPI; 
CPI still rising. Apr 98:22. 

Medical CPI creeps upward; PP! 
continues at 130.6. Nov 98:18. 

Needle index drops over year; CPI 
goods still higher. May 98:18. 

Overall PP! down 0.5%; CPI up by 
equal percentage. Feb 98:22. 

Pace of growth slows as jobs, prices 
decline. Jun 98:17. 

PMI marks fourth month of shallow 
decline. Nov 98:17. 

PPI down slightly since a year ago; 
medical CPI rises. Jul 98:22. 

PPI edges upward again; medical CPI 
still moving up. Jun 98:18. 

Prices show little movement:PP! up 
0.1%, CPI down 0.1%. Nov 97:17. 

Producer price index down, medical 
care CPI holds steady. Sep 97:17. 

Producer Price Index drops slightly; 
CPI still rising. Jun 97:17. 

Producer Price Index edges downward 
very slightly. Mar 97:17. 

Producer Price Index holds steady in 
November; Medical Care Commodi- 
ties finally shows decrease. Jan 
97:17. 

Producer Price Index moves down 
another notch. Apr 97:17. 

Producer price index rising again; CPI 
report delayed. Mar 98:17. 

Producer price index up, medical care 
CPI drops slightly. Oct 97:17. 

Producer price indices for medical 
goods stay level. Oct 98:22. 

Producer price slide halts in October 
for most items. Dec 98:18. 

Producer prices hold steady; CPI 
edges upward. May 97:17. 

Producer Prices post modest rise in 
December; Medical Care Commodi- 
ties were 210.4 for the year. Feb 
97:17. 

Producer prices up slightly in June; CPI 
rises again. Aug 98:18. 

Producer prices, non-prescription 
consumer items decline. Jul 97:17. 

Production, new orders up, but growth 
is slower. Jan 98:17. 


Slide in manufacturing economy 
continues in July. Sep 98:17. 
Slight increases temper economic 

downturn. Oct 98:21. 


Procurement cards 


AmeriNet chooses Commerce Bank for 
procurement card purchasing deal. 
Oct 97:6. 

Child Health Corp. selects Nations- 
Bank for procurement card 
purchasing program. Jan 97:6. 

Dept. of Defense will change vendors 
for national procurement card 
program. Dec 98:7. 

Procurement cards taking off:VHA 
latest group to sign contract for 
card program. Apr 97:6. 


Protective apparel 


Gown prices climb despite competi- 
tion. Oct 98:1. 

Looking for additional savings on 
gowns, HSCA resumes bargaining 
with Graham. Feb 98:8. 

Protection level key to gown prices. 
Oct 97:1. 


Radiation therapy 
VHA contracts offer discounts on 
textile, diagnostic, radiation 
therapy products. Mar 97:7. 
VHA renews radiation therapy agree- 
ment. Jan 97:7. 


Radiology 


Additional discounts come with update 
of HSCA agreement for ultrasound 
gear. Feb 98:9. 

AmeriNet inks deal for upgrades of 
digital X-ray systems, names 
InfiMed as vendor. Apr 98:7. 

AmeriNet names Cook to provide 
variety of supplies; leaves out 
contrast media. Aug 98:7. 

Bon Secours looks forward to savings 
from exclusive distribution 
contracts. Mar 97:4. 

Contrast media agreements clarified. 
Jan 98:5. 

Contrast media contracts back on 
table; year-end renegotiation nets 
big savings. Feb 98:7. 

Contrast media costs can be reduced 
still more. May 97:12. 

Contrast media discount under new 
pact leads hospital to expect bigger 
savings. Oct 97:5. 

Contrast media prices on the move 
again, with latest Bracco-AmeriNet 
agreement. Oct 97:6. 
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DoD, Agfa begin implementing 
contract to convert to digital radi- 
ology systems. Jun 98:7. 

Emory tackles costs with more data, 
less inventory. Aug 97:2 

Group buy features fluoroscopic 
devices as Tenet clinicians give nod 
to Philips. Mar 98:5. 

Kansas City hospital is the first to 
install new version of pediatric 
imaging system. May 98:3. 

MedEcon boosts contrast media 
discount with latest renewal of 
Nycomed contract. Feb 97:7. 

More hospitals plugging into radiology 
networks. Sep 98:1. 

National Institutes of Health switching 
suppliers of X-ray jackets, picks St. 
John. Apr 98:4. 

New distribution contracts give four 
firms all radiology product business 
for VHA. Dec 97:8. 

New MRI, other diagnostic equipment 
featured in five-year AmeriNet 
contract. Oct 97:7. 

PACS still popular, but issues of price 
and technology keep market growth 
down. Nov 98:4. 

Picture this:radiology files can pay for 
themselves. Apr 97:20. 

Purchase Connection selects Picker to 
sell, distribute radiology supplies. 
Jul 97:7. 

Radiology contract offers 25% savings 
through price cuts and standardiza- 
tion. Dec 98:3. 

Radiopharmaceutical agreement 
includes centers operated by hospi- 
tals and vendor. May 97:3. 

Risk-sharing radiology pacts can 
streamline supply chain. Nov 97:1. 

Sentara pays by procedure for radi- 
ology supplies in unusual contract 
with Kodak. Jan 97:4. 

Ship-to-shore X-ray transmissions one 
goal of contract for image 
networks. Feb 98:5. 

Short-term switch turns into five-year 
pact as AmeriNet extends Bracco 
agreement. Nov 97:7. 

Standardization program helps system 
reduce contrast media costs even 
more. Sep 97:5. 

Tenet chooses Eastman Kodak as 
supplier of film for mammography 
examinations. Jun 98:5. 

Tenet picks Utah company to provide 


fluoroscopic C-arms used in surgery. 


Mar 98:5. 

UHC renews, expands Nycomed 
contract to make more contrast 
media available. Dec 97:6. 


UM hospitals take step in going film- 
less with installation of Agfa’s new 
IMPAX net. Jun 98:5. 

Vendor acquisition will lead to 
contract transfer for X-ray supplies, 
laser products. Oct 98:7. 

VHA contract with GE Medical 
Systems offers used diagnostic 
imaging equipment. Feb 98:7. 

X-ray ‘vision’ helps Tennessee system 
translate commitment into big 
savings. Mar 98:3. 

X-ray supply contracts to be trans- 
ferred from Imation to Kodak if 
merger approved. Oct 98:4. 


Respiratory supplies 
Purchase Connection replaces Abbott 
with Bemis for suction canister 
supplies. Aug 98:8. 
VA names Hudson as the newest 
supplier of respiratory items for 
federal hospitals. Aug 98:8. 


Reusable vs. disposable 


Are reusable surgical supplies 
returning? HSCA betting yes, signs 
pact with Sterile. Feb 98:8. 

Cost to process reusable drapes, 
gowns prompts hospital to switch 
to disposable. Aug 97:4. 

Feuding makers of disposable trocars 
responding to growing reusable 
market. May 97:4. 

New York hospital system expands use 
of Medical Sterilization for repro- 
cessing. Apr 98:3. 

Outsourced reprocessing of instru- 
ments topic of Queens, N.Y., 
hospital contract. Apr 98:5. 

Return to reusable surgical linens 
proves cost effective, popular at 
Indiana hospital. Jul 98:3. 

Supplier and processor of surgery 
packs get together to provide deal 
for VHA Inc. Apr 98:8. 

Surgical director sensed savings 
potential in switching to reusable 
pulse oxisensors. Jan 97:3. 


Risk sharing 

Capitated medical-surgical supply pact 
aims to save Hadley Hospital 
$250,000. Jan 97:3. 

Capitated supply agreements not for 
everyone. Feb 97:18. 

Children's may develop new twist on 
distribution contract. Apr 97:2. 

Getting the surgical staff to sign on to 
risk-sharing plan. Apr 97:21. 

Hospital asks for capitated glove deal; 
O&M responds with $2.3 million 
offer. Jul 98:3. 


SPECIAL 


1998 index issue 


Latest capitation deal promises to net 
$42,000 in savings for small 
hospital. Feb 97:4. 

MedEcon signs Picker to long-term 
pact with risk-sharing on equipment 
service. Jan 97:7. 

Pennsylvania Hospital starts off 
contract with advance check for 
savings in hand. Jan 97:4. 

Quorum adds Medline's capitated linen 
management to ‘strategic partner’ 
list. Jul 98:6. 

Risk-sharing pact helps shave proce- 
dure costs. Feb 97:2. 

Risk-sharing radiology pacts can 
streamline supply chain. Nov 97:1. 

San Francisco hospital turns to capita- 
tion to snare savings on med-surg 
supplies. Feb 97:4. 

Sentara pays by procedure for radi- 
ology supplies in unusual contract 
with Kodak. Jan 97:4. 

Specialty bed costs declining; credit 
goes to sole-source contract and 
use protocol. Aug 98:5. 

St. Joseph knocks 10% off supply 
costs in first year of risk-sharing 
agreement. Jul 97:4. 

Washington hospital turns to capita- 
tion to cut expense of textile 
processing. Oct 97:4. 

Western Reserve cuts linen costs by 
15% following conversion to capi- 
tated plan. Aug 97:3. 


Software, administrative 


Baptist Health System begins over- 
hauling purchasing system and 
inventory control. Jul 97:3. 

Baptist Healthcare System renews 
pact with Ramsdell for med-surg 
products. Jan 97:3. 

Columbia/HCA's new system keeps 
tight rein on compliance. May 97:1. 

Coordination of financial and 
purchasing systems considered key 
to cost savings. Sep 98:4. 

Detroit system names PeopleSoft for 
help in streamlining materials 
management. Oct 98:3. 

Georgia hospitals coordinate financial, 
materials data with system from 
Global. May 98:5. 

Global materials management system 
will help monitor group contract 
activity. Oct 97:4. 

Hospital set to outsource electronic 
data processing with GE Information 
Services. Jul 97:4. 

Hospitals buy patient record software 
in new contracts with lowa 
company. Jul 97:4. 
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Hospitals seek electronic connections 
for purchasing and other depart- 
ments. Feb 97:4. 

Integrated system hoping to recoup 
investment in computer network by 
2003. Feb 97:3. 

Louisiana hospital set to choose 
vendor of new materials manage- 
ment system. Jan 98:4. 

Maine hospital adds Global Software's 
materials management compo- 
nents. Nov 97:4. 

Mainframe gives way to client-server 
at Memorial Healthcare System 
facilities. Mar 97:6. 

New system will link purchasing with 
financial departments at Miami 
hospital. Sep 98:4. 

Now, there's a group purchasing 
contract for materials management 
systems. Sep 98:6. 

Ohio hospital attacks instrument costs 
on many fronts; adds control soft- 
ware. Oct 97:3. 

Online price system offers instant 
data; hospitals get nationwide cost 
comparison. Jan 97:5. 

Pharmacy reference books and soft- 
ware subject to discounts in new 
HSCA pact. Mar 98:7. 

Quorum selects McKesson for systems 
designed for pharmacy manage- 
ment. Aug 98:4. 

Shared Services members can look up 
contract information on new web 
site. Nov 97:8. 

Software aids in managing cleaning 
logistics. Aug 98:12. 


Software, materials management 

Distributor, computer system supplier 

merger expands existing contracts. 
Dec 98:3. 

Florida Hospital eyes computer 
upgrade, wants to add electronic 
GPO catalog. Dec 98:5. 

Materials managers can lead the way 
to EDI. Nov 98:12. 

Military hospitals begin to standardize 
materials management systems 
with SPS. Nov 98:5. 

New system will coordinate 
purchasing, patient data for Rush's 
eight hospitals. Aug 98:3. 

SSH benchmark system gets JCAHO 
nod; now members can access cost 
database. Jul 98:8. 

Tenet chooses computer system 
supplier for clinical and patient 
accounting areas. Mar 98:4. 

University hospital hopes to streamline 
materials management with new 
system. Nov 97:3 


With Premier's database, and software 
from HBOC, members can build 
systems. May 98:6. 


Software, patient care 

AmeriNet chooses Spacelabs to 
provide computer systems for 
patient information. Feb 98:9. 

AmeriNet pact provides clinical soft- 
ware for lab, other departments, 
from Cerner. May 98:8. 

Diagnostic images linked to depart- 
ments via Kodak system at New 
York hospital. Mar 97:6. 

Emerson Hospital beginning to set up 
intranet for access to patient 
records. Feb 97:4. 

Marketing agreement to help 
customize new scheduling system 
for VHA members. May 97:7. 

Mayo Clinic hospitals begin 
automating operating rooms under 
Picis contract. Oct 97:5. 

More hospitals investing in electronic 
storage, transfer of clinical informa 
tion. Jun 97:4. 

St. Francis replacing paper records 
with Lanier's automated document 
system. Feb 97:5. 

Tenet chooses computer system 
supplier for clinical and patient 
accounting areas. Mar 98:4. 

Tenet introduces ADAC radiology 
system to bring patient images to 
docs’ desktops. Dec 97:4. 

Texas hospital trying out latest version 
of Protocol’s patient monitoring 
system. May 98:4. 


Sponges, laparotomy 
Premier's laparotomy sponge business 
awarded to Medical Action Indus- 

tries. Feb 97:6. 


Sterilization 


3M meeting demand for sterilization 
gas, but at higher prices, and off 
contract. Aug 98:6. 

Air Force hospital buys three STERRAD 
sterilization systems from ASP. Jun 
98:3. 

Alta Bates hopes to trim up to 20% 
from sterilization costs with 
outsourcing deal. Sep 97:5. 

Brooklyn hospital decides to outsource 
sterilization operations, chooses 
MSI. Jun 98:4. 

California health system is expanding 
use of Advanced Sterilization Prod- 
ucts. May 98:3. 

Contract expands outsourced steriliza- 
tion operations for Catholic hospital 
system. Jun 98:4. 


Custom sterile tray agreement 
extended to parent company, adds 
more products. Jun 97:7. 

Louisiana hospital preparing to hand 
over sterile processing, delivery to 
vendors. Jul 97:4. 

Low-temperature sterilization equip- 
ment added to CMMA choices in 
new contracts. Mar 98:8. 

Mercy finds DeRoyal surgical pack 
system offers chance to save, 
reduce inventory. Jun 98:4. 

New York hospital system expands use 
of Medical Sterilization for repro- 
cessing. Apr 98:3. 

Outsourced reprocessing of instru- 
ments topic of Queens, N.Y., 
hospital contract. Apr 98:5. 

Premier endorses Swedish-owned firm 
as supplier of sterile processing 
products. May 97:7. 

Regional group begins offering 
outsourced sterile processing for 
laparoscopic trays. Jun 97:8. 

Sisters of the Sorrowful Mother expand 
sterilization contract with new 
pouches. Jul 97:7. 

Three hospitals save following conver- 
sion to H202 gas plasma steriliza- 
tion system. Jun 97:4. 

Two hospitals in New York seek 
savings from off-site sterilization of 
instruments. Jul 97:5. 


Stockless distribution 


Air Force JIT deal won't fly with 
current regs. Dec 97:12. 

Palm Springs storeroom growing 
emptier as conversion to JIT 
program continues. Jul 98:4. 

The stockless craze:!s it finally over? 
May 98:2. 


Stretchers 


Two-way Premier deal offers 
stretchers. Jan 97:7. 


Supply Chain Management 

AIIHEALTH anticipates major savings 
for hospitals joining utilization 
study. Apr 98:7. 

Benchmarks need to distinguish 
quality from productivity. Mar 
98:10. 

Columbia/HCA's new system keeps 
tight rein on compliance. May 97:1. 

How much did that Band-Aid® cost, 
really? Oct 97:2. 

Ohio hospital attacks instrument costs 
on many fronts; adds control soft- 
ware. Oct 97:3. 

When assessing supply costs, don’t 
forget case volume. Aug 97:18. 
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AmeriNet extends suture contract 
again. Feb 97:8. 

Arizona hospitals beginning to switch 
suture suppliers, move to U.S. 
Surgical. Mar 98:4. 

Kaiser goes national with U.S. Surgical 
pact for sutures, staplers, lap 
devices. Jul 98:5. 

Suture price prospects vary by 
supplier. Dec 97:1. 

Suture prices unlikely to drop further. 
Dec 98:1. 

Suture supplier switch expected to net 
savings for Northwestern Memorial. 
Feb 98:4. 

VHA members give Ethicon the green 
light for both suture and endo- 
surgery products. Dec 97:8. 


Syringes, needles 
See needles, syringes. 


Telephones 
New, improved telephone service 
contract keeps Sprint, adds to 
savings for Premier. May 98:7. 


Textiles 


Cost to process reusable drapes, 
gowns prompts hospital to switch 
to disposable. Aug 97:4. 

Getting started:a checklist for 
analyzing laundry expenses. Dec 
98:12. 

Gown prices climb despite competi- 
tion. Oct 98:1. 

Growing market for disposable face 
masks recognized in new contract. 
Aug 97:9. 

Heart unit linen use study leads to 
packs standardized for type of care 
needed. Jun 97:5. 

Here's a laundry list of savings ideas. 
Dec 98:12. 

Premier's new textile agreement offers 
more choices than implied by dual- 
source. Jan 97:6. 

Protection level key to gown prices. 
Oct 97:1. 

Quorum adds Medline’s capitated linen 
management to ‘strategic partner’ 
list. Jul 98:6. 

Return to reusable surgical linens 
proves cost effective, popular at 
Indiana hospital. Jul 98:3. 

U. of Arkansas Medical Center joins 
move to capitated textile service 
from Medline. May 98:4. 

VHA contracts offer discounts on 
textile, diagnostic, radiation 
therapy products. Mar 97:7. 


SPECIAL 
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Washington hospital turns to capita 
tion to cut expense of textile 
processing. Oct 97:4. 

Western Reserve cuts linen costs by 
15% following conversion to capi- 
tated plan. Aug 97:3. 


UPN codes 


Bar code standards help ease adop- 
tion. May 97:13. 

Common questions and answers about 
bar codes. Oct 97:18. 

Deciding which standard to use. Oct 
97:19. 

Few hospitals are ready for the year of 
the UPN. Aug 98:1. 

St. Alexlus continues to make UPN 
history by evaluating new bar code 
systems. Mar 97:4. 

UPN code standards may be the next 
issue. Oct 97:18. 


Waste processing 

Baltimore hospital set to test new 
device to turn medical waste into 
harmless lint. Feb 97:4. 

Canadian hospitals lead in trying 
system for monitoring, reducing 
medical waste. Jun 97:5. 

Chicago hospital needed fewer kinds 
of sharps containers than it 
thought. Sep 97:4. 

Hospital exceeds savings expectations 
with high-tech waste processing 
device. Aug 98:4. 

HSCA separates Sage Products 
contract into three new ones by 
supply category. Feb 98:9. 

MAGNET includes waste disposal prod- 
ucts in new pact with Wisconsin 
company. Oct 98:8. 

MAGNET inks agreement for waste 
control consulting services with 
New York firm. Dec 97:6. 

New York hospital ponders following 
lead of Johns Hopkins in waste 
disposal choice. Jun 98:3. 

Waste reduction offers possible 
savings, but there are many issues 
to consider. Sep 98:3. 


Wheelchairs 


New contract expected to boost 
savings for wheelchairs, other 
patient equipment. May 97:6. 


AmeriNet elects to keep going with 
U.S.S. for ValuHealth wound closure 
products. Sep 97:8. 

AmeriNet, U.S. Surgical continue 
contract for laparoscopic, wound 
closure supplies. Aug 97:7. 


Basic wound care prices inch upward. 
Jun 98:1. 

Full range of advanced wound care 
items available in dual-source pact 
from HSCA. Nov 97:7. 

HSCA changing distribution arrange- 
ments for contracts covering wound 
care items. Feb 98:9. 

HSCA names U.S. Surgical to provide 
wound closure products for five 
years. Aug 97:8. 

Kaiser hospitals will obtain wound care 
products from group of three 
vendors. Sep 98:5. 

Premier members will have their 
choice of four sources for wound 
care supplies. Jan 98:6. 

VHA brings foam, gel, bandages to 
PLUS in series of new deals with 
manufacturers. May 97:7. 

Wound dressing prices holding steady. 
Jun 97:1. 


Year 2000 


Columbia gears up for its own Y2K 
project. Oct 98:9. 

Dept. of Veterans Affairs unearths 
device that won't last to year 2000; 
will replace. Sep 98:3. 

Is anyone else listening?. Oct 98:9. 

Massachusetts hospitals looking to 
SRS for year 2000 compliance 
assistance. Dec 98:5. 

New joint venture hopes to nail down 
list of manufacturers ready for year 
2000. Aug 98:7. 

VA hospitals in good shape to head off 
Y2K troubles. Oct 98:1. # 








BACK ISSUES FOR SALE 
Back issues of this publication 
are available for $30 each. 
Supplies may be very limited, 
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Visa, Master Card accepted. 
Call 1-800-328-3211 and ask 
for extension 146. 
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